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REPLY COMMENTS OF MACON URBAN MINISTRIES, INC.
d/b/a GOOD NEWS TELEVISION

MACON URBAN MINISTRIES, INC. d/b/a Good News Television, (hereinafter

referred to as "GNTV"), licensee of WGNM(TV), Channel 64, Macon, Georgia, by its

counsel, hereby respectfully submits these Reply Comments in the proceeding, Sixth

Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, 11 FCC Rcd 1068 (1996) ("NPRM"). Comments

were filed in this proceeding on November 22, 1996. The Commission extended the time

for parties to file Reply Comments until January 24, 1997.
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Specifically, GNTV replies to the Comments filed by the Association of Maximum

Service Telecasters, Inc. ("Broadcasters Caucus")l. The Broadcasters Caucus submitted an

alternative Digital Television Table of Allotments ("Caucus DTV Table") to the Commission's

proposed DTV Table ("FCC DTV Table") in its Comments, filed November 22, 1996.

WHEREFORE, the following is stated:

1. GNTV is the licensee of WGNM(TV), Channel 64, Macon, Georgia. WGNM(TV)

currently operates on Channel 64 with an effective radiated power ("ERP") of 51.3 kilowatts with

an antenna height of 185.0 meters Height Above Average Terrain ("HAAT"). The FCC DTV

Table proposed by the Commission in its NPRM would allow GNTV to operate on Channel 14

with an effective radiated power of 50 kilowatts at its current HAAT of 185.0 meters. The

Caucus DTV Table proposed in its Comments would allow GNTV to operate on Channel 35 with

an effective radiated power of only 0.3 kilowatts at HAAT of 182.8 meters.

2. GNTV gave notice by letter, dated November 18, 1996, to Victor Tawil,

Association of Maximum Service Telecasters, Inc. ("MST") that the Caucus DTV Table proposal

for WGNM(TV) was unacceptable. GNTV also formally requested maximization of the effective

radiated power and coverage area for WGNM(TV) in the Caucus DTV Table and further

requested the most optimal channel to achieve maximization of its effective radiated power and

coverage area. GNTV's request is duly noted in the Appendix to the Broadcasters Caucus'

1 GNTV was not a signatory to the Comments filed by the Broadcasters Caucus.
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Comments, as are the letters of numerous other television stations requesting maximization under

the Caucus DTV Table.

3. In its Comments, GNTV stated that the proposed allotment for WGNM(TV) in the

FCC DTV Table would be inadequate to provide service to the Macon community. GNTV

believes a facility allowing GNTV to operate digitally at up to 500 kilowatts ERP with an HAAT

of 300 meters would realistically accommodate for the existing facility and allow for reasonable

future service enhancements as DTV becomes more viable. See, GNTV Comments, pg.l and

attached Statement of Louis R. du Treil, Sr., Registered Professional Engineer

("Engineering Statement").

4. GNTV believes the proposed allotment in the Caucus DTV Table is woefully

inadequate to provide a meaningful level of service to Macon as the growing population base of

the area continues to expand and as community coverage requirements increase. Please see

attached Engineering Statement. The proposed power level of only 0.3 kilowatts would

effectively reduce WGNM(TV) to a mere low power television station unable to compete in the

new DTV market.

5. The extremely low power level proposed for WGNM(TV) in the Caucus DTV

Table would cause severe economic harm to GNTV. The allotment of only 0.3 kilowatts of

power would have a serious, detrimental effect on the community of Macon, Georgia and the

surrounding area, since GNTV has always broadcast local programming responsive to the
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community, especially to youth.

6. GNTV is very concerned with the very large disparity in power proposed in each

DTV Table. In the FCC DTV Table, the power ranges from 3044 kilowatts to 50 kilowatts, a

ratio of 61 to 1. The power ranges in the Caucus DTV Table have a ratio of 145 to 1, from 43.6

kilowatts of the highest to 0.3 kilowatts at the lowest. The use of extremely high power by some

DTV stations in the UHF band may result in intermodulation problems to receivers, including

the possibility that an intermodulation product(s) may interfere with a DTV channel of another

station. See Engineering Statement, pg. 2.

7. As GNTV stated in its Comments, any DTV Table proposal that would so impair

WGNM(TV)'s future growth as to hinder its very active community service commitment would

clearly not be in the public interest. The proposed DTV assignment for WGNM(TV) in the

Caucus DTV Table would limit GNTV's ability to continue its expansion to achieve its full

potential to serve central Georgia and jeopardizes its ability to continue its tradition of building

communication bridges in central Georgia.

WHEREFORE, the foregoing Reply Comments of Good News Television are submitted

and the Commission is requested to: 1) Review and reassess the methodology employed in its

development of the FCC DTV Table and Caucus DTV Table to allow for maximization of future

digital television facilities for existing (NTSC) broadcasters, and; 2) Find the proposed the

proposed allotment for WGNM(TV) in the DTV is unacceptable and modify it accordingly, if
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the Commission adopts the Caucus DTV Table, and 3) Revise the proposed FCC DTV Table

with respect to the DTV facilities being proposed for existing Channel 64 (DTV Channel 14),

Macon, Georgia. Specifically, the parameters for DTV Channel 14, Macon, Georgia, should be

enhanced to an effective radiated power of up to 500 kilowatts and height above average terrain

of 300 meters.

Respectfully Submitted,

MACON URBAN MINISTRIES, INC.
d/b/a GOOD ,NEWS TELEVISION

By: ~~.-
Robert G. Allen
Donald E. Johnson

Its Counsel

Allen & Harold, P.L.e.
Crestwood Professional Center
10610-A Crestwood Drive
P.O. Box 2126
Manassas, Virginia 20108
(703) 361-2278

January 24, 1996
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du Treil, Lundin & Rackley, Inc.
_______ A Subsidiary of A.D. Ring, P.A.

TECHNICAL STATEMENT IN SUPPORT OF
REPLY COMMENTS OF

GOOD NEW TELEVISION
MACON, GEORGIA

This statement has been prepared on behalf of Good

News Television, licensee of station WGNM Macon, Georgia in

support of reply comments in The Matter of Advanced

Television Systems and Their Impact Upon the Existing

Television Broadcast Service, MM Docket No. 87-268.

As stated in its comments, Good News is planning a

substantial improvement in the facilities of WGNM and is

concerned that the proposed DTV facilities will be

inadequate to replicate the coverage of the improved

station. In the Sixth Further Notice, the Federal

Communications Commission proposes to allot DTV channel 14

with effective radiated power (ERP) of 50 kilowatts with

antenna height above average terrain (HAAT) of 185 meters.

Good News feels that this facility is inadequate and would

prefer a facility having ERP of at least 500 kilowatts with

HAAT of 300 meters. This later facility would be sufficient

to replicate planned coverage and to provide for an

additional increase in the future.

In comments, MSTV/"Broadcasters Caucus" proposes a

revised allocation table to the FCC, and for WGNM,



du Treil, Lundin & Rackley, Inc.
________ A Subsidiary of A.D. Ring, P.A.

Macon, Georgia
Page 2

facilities of 0.3 kilowatts ERP and 182.2 meters (HAAT) on

channel 35 are proposed. These facilities are woefully

inadequate to fulfill the coverage objectives of the

station.

A very large disparity in power is proposed for

the Macon, Georgia stations in the Sixth Further Notice.

The proposed DTV power ranges from 3044 to 50 kilowatts, a

ratio of 61 to 1. The MSTV proposal is even more startling,

as the power ranges from 43.6 kilowatts to 0.3 kilowatt, a

ratio of 145 to 1. Such huge difference in power will

result in receiving difficulties for the low power station,

in this case, WGNM.

Good News is also concerned that the use of

extremely high power by some UHF stations may result in

intermodulation problems in receivers. In several cities,

where high power VHF and UHF stations are nearly collocated,

it is possible for these stations to effectively overload

the "front-ends" of consumer receivers, especially those

connected to an outdoor antenna, with the result being

receiver-induced intermodulation between two or more

channels. The resulting intermodulation product(s) fall in

the channel of a another station. This type of interference

can be eliminated, but requires attenuation of the high

signal levels with use of filters or attenuatorsi however,

it is impractical to treat all affected receivers.



du Treil, Lundin & Rackley, Inc.
________ A Subsidiary of A.D. Ring, P.A.

Macon, Georgia
Page 3

Good News renews its request for DTV facilities

which will replicate the intended coverage of WGNM and

provide for future improvement. It is also requested that

the huge power difference between stations be addressed in

light of potential receiving problems.

Louis R. du Treil, Sr.
du Treil, Lundin & Rackley, Inc.
240 N. Washington Boulevard
Suite 700
Sarasota, FL 34236

(941) 366-2611

January 21, 1997
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I, Valerie M. Nealey, a secretary in the law firm of Allen & Harold, P.L.C., hereby
certify that I have this 24th day of January 1997, caused to be delivered via 1st Class Mail,
postage prepaid, copies of the foregoing "Reply Comments of Macon Urban Ministries, Inc.
d/b/a Good News Television", to the following:

Michael H. Bader
Haley, Bader & PottS
4350 North Fairfax Drive
Suite 900
Arlington, VA 22203-1632

Norman P. Leventhal
Leventhal, Senter & Lerman
2000 K Street, N.W.
Suite 600
Washington, DC 20006-1809

Robert A. Beizer
Venable Baetjer Howard & Civiletti
1201 New York Ave, NW
Suite 1000
Washington, DC 20005

Steven A Lerman, Esq.
Leventhal, Senter and Lerman
2000 K. Street, NW
Suite 600
Washington, DC 20006-1809

Tom W. Davidson
Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld, L.L.P.
1333 New Hampshire Ave., NW
Suite 400
Washington, DC 20036

Warren C. Zwicky
501 Slaters Lane
Suite 1109
Alexandria, VA 22314

Michael J. McCarthy
Sen. Vice Pres. & Gen. Manager
A.H. Belo Corporation
400 South Record
Dallas, TX 75202

Office of Advocacy
US Small Business Admin.
409 Third Street, NW
7th Floor
Washington, DC 20416

Robert W. Barker
Wilkinson, Barker, Knauer, Quinn
1735 New York Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20006

The Hearst Corporation
Attn: Mickey L. Hooten
President & General Manager
959 Eighth Avenue
New York, NY 10019

Vincent A. Pepper
Pepper & Corazzini
1776 K Street, NW
Washington, DC 20006

William S. Green
Reed Smith Shaw & McClay
1301 K Street, NW
East Tower, Suite 1100
Washington, DC 20005-3317



National Association of Broadcasters
1771 N Street, NW
Washington, DC 20036

Polar Broadcasting, Inc.
1080 Los Molinos Way
Sacramento, CA 95864

Stephen A. Hildebrandt
Westinghouse Broadcasting Co., Inc.
1025 Connecticut Ave., NW
Suite 506
Washington, DC 20036-5405

Thomas Herwitz
Vice Pres. Corp. & Legal
Fox Television Stations
5151 Wisconsin Avenue
Washington, DC 20016

Wade H. Hargrove
Brooks Pierce McLendon
Humphrey & Leonard, L.L.P.
P.O. Box 1800
Raleigh, NC 27602

America's Public TV Stations, et. a!.
Marilyn Mohrman-Gillis
1350 Connecticut Ave., NW
Washington, DC 20036

Bruce A. Eisen
Kaye, Scholer, Fierman, Hays

& Handler
901 15th Street, NW
Suite 1100
Washington, DC 20005

Diversified Communication
P.O. Box 7437
Portland, ME 04112-7437

George H. Shapiro
Arent, Fox, Kintner, Plotkin & Kahn
1050 Connecticut Ave., NW
Suite 600
Washington, DC 20036-5339

Howard Monderer
National Broadcasting Company, Inc.
1299 Pennsylvania Ave. NW
11th Floor
Washington, DC 20004

John A. Rafter
Werner S. Hartenberger
Dow, Lohnes & Albertson
1255 23rd Street, NW
Washington, DC 20037

Marvin J. Diamond
Hogan & Hartson
555 13th Street, NW
Washington, DC 20004-1109

Arthur B. Goodkind
Koteen & Naftalin
1150 Connecticut Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20036

Daniel K. McAlister
Sen. Vice Pres. & Gen. Counsel
Jefferson-Pilot Comm. Com
1 Julian Price Place
Charlotte, NC 28208

Donald P. Zeifang
Baker & Hostetler
1050 Connecticut Avenue
Washington, DC 20036

Gerald Scher
Coffey, McGovern & Noel
2445 M Street, NW
Suite 260
Washington, DC 20037



James P. Riley, Esquire
Fletcher, Heald & Hildreth
1300 North 17th Street
Eleventh Floor
Rosslyn, VA 22209

Jonathan D. Blake
Covington & Burling
P.O. Box 7566
1201 Pennsylvania Ave., NW
Washington, DC 20044-7566

Marvin Rosenberg
Holland & Knight
2100 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Suite 400
Washington, DC 20037-3202

Brian M. Madden
Leventhal Senter & Lerman
2000 K Street, NW
Suite 600
Washington, DC 20006-1809

David R. Anderson
Timothy N. Black
Wilmer, Cutler, et. al.
2445 M Street, NW
Washington, DC 20037

Erwin G. Krasnow
Verner, Lipfert, Bernhard,

McPherson & Hand
901 15th Street, NW
Washington, DC 20005

Group W - Westinghouse
Broadcasting Company, Inc.
1025 Connecticut Avenue
Suite 506
Washington, DC 20036-5405

Joel Rosenbloom, Esquire
Wilmer, Cutler & Pickering
2445 M Street, NW
Washington, DC 20037-1420

Leo Zucker
50 Main Street
Fifth Floor
White Plains, NY 10606-1920

Media Access Project
1707 L Street, NW
Suite 400
Washington, DC 20036

Martin R. Leader, Esquire
Gregory Masters, Esquire
Fisher Wayland Cooper Leader &
Zaragoza L.L.P.

2001 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Suite 400
Washington, DC 20006

David Pulido, Executive Vice President
Sullivan Broadcasting Company, Inc.
18 Newbury Street
Boston, MA 02116


